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suddenly faced with a bill for several mil-
lion dollars, 1t is beyond the resources of
any Government. I accept that gladly,
but I do not accept that the Government
cannot try to have a programme of con-
tinual replacement and upgrading of the
coaches In exactly the same way as it
should be dolng with its other services
and equipment. With those comments I
supporf the motion.

Debate adjourned,
Melver.

House adjourned at 10.12 p.m.

on motion by Mr

Legislative @ounril

Thursday, the 8th April, 1976

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. F.
Griffith) took the Chair at 2.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

ANZAC DAY ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Standing Orders Suspension

THE HON. N. McNEILL (Lower West—
Minister for Justice) [2.36 p.m.]: In mov-
ing this motion perhaps I should make &
brief explanation to the House. The pur-
pose in suspending Standing Orders is to
enable debate and consideration of the
Bill to proceed in order that the legisla-
tion may be dealt with prior to the House
rising for the Easter break, that being the
last occasion on which the legistation can
be dealt with prior to Anzae Day. The
Bill proposes that the Anzac Day holiday
be held on the 26th April. I have men-
tioned to the Leader of the Opposition my
intention to move the motion and I hope
the House will agree to it. I move—

That so much of the Standing
Orders be suspended so as to enable
the Anzac Day Act Amendment Bill
to be taken on receipt of a Message
from the Legislatlve Assembly and to
have precedence each day before the
Address-in-Reply, and to be _pqssed
through all stages at any one sitting.

Question put and passed.

Second Reading

THE HON. N. McNEILL (Lower West—
Minister for Justice) [2.39 pm.1: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

I would like to convey my appreciation to
the House for its willingness to agree to
the suspension of Standing Orders so that

we may now proceed with the Bill.

Under the provisions of the Anzac Day
Act, 1960-1975, racing and sporting clubs
are required to submit statements to the
Anzac Day Trust, setting out receipts and
payments of their activities on Anzac Day,
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and pay a statutory perecentage of any net
proceeds derlved from the holding of their
respective fixtures to a trust fund.

This year, Anzac Day falls on a Sunday
and, for the first time, the provisions of
the Public and Bank Holidays Act, 1972
will apply, making Monday, the 26th Aprll,
a public holiday. However, In view of the
interpretation of “Anzac Iday” in the
Anzac Day Act as It now stands, there is
no compulsion for racing and sporting
clubs to make any contributlon to the
trust fund from fixtures conducted on
that Monday holiday.

As it happens, the Western Australlan
Turf Club, and the Western Australian
Trotting Association, have kindly agreed
to conduct meetings on Monday, the 26th
Aprll, this year on behalf of the trust
and pay over the net proceeds from those
meetings.

In view of this, 1t is considered desirable
to make the necessary amendments to
enable the provisions of the Anzac Day
Act to apply to the Monday holiday,
rather than the 25th April when
Anzac Day falls on a Sunday. For
thzs_ purpose the amendments apply to
section 5 of the principal Act, which
covers payment to the trust of the net
proceeds of race meetings held on Anzac
Day in the metropolitan area, and to sec-
bgon 7, which requires the club, associa-
tion or body conducting certain defined
sports on Anzac Day to pay 60 per cent
of net proceeds to the trust.

I commend the Bill to the House.

THE HON. D. W. COOLEY (North-East
Metropolitan) [2.41 pm.]: Mr President,
we on this side have no opposition to the
Bill which is at present before the House.
We feel it is in accordance with the
principle of the Anzac Day holiday, and we
have pleasure in supporting it.

The Hon. N. McNeill: Thank you.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In Commitice

The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(the Hon. R. J. L. Williams) in the Chair;
the Hon. N. McNeill (Minister for Jus-
tice) in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1: Short title and citation—

The Hon. H. W. GAYFER: Mr Deputy
Cheirman, I would like you to clarify my
thinking in respect of this Bill. I under-
stand it provides that when Anzac Day
falls on a Sunday, then racing and trot-
ting meetings may be held on the Monday.
At those meetings the TAB will operate,
from which the Government will recelve
revenue. Could it be said that this is a
revenue producing Bill that has been in-
troduced in this Chamber?

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I assure the
honourable member that the Blll was
introduced in the other House and is the
subject of a message in this place.
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Clause put and passed.
Clauses 2 and 3 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report

Bill reported, without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by the
Hon. N. McNeill (Minister for Justice),
and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SEVENTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the Tth April, on
the following motion by the Hon. N.
McAleer—

That the following address he pre-
sented to His Excellency—

May it please Your Excellency:

We, the Members of the Legis-
lative Council of the Parliament
of Western Australia in Parlia-
ment assembled, beg to express
our loyalty to our Most Gracious
Soverelgn and to thank Your
Excellency for the Speech you
have been pleased to deliver to
Parliament.

THE HON. G. W. BERRY (Lower North)
[2.45 pm.]1: I rise to support the Address-
in-Reply. Before commencing my
remarks, I would like to offer my con-
gratulations to Miss McaAleer on the
address she gave in moving the motion.
I also congratulate the Hon. Des Dans
upon his election as Leader of the Oppo-
sition.

I will direct my remarks in this debate
to a few matters which concern the pro-
vince I represent. I rvefer flrst of all to &
hardy annual; that is, the water supply
for the irrigated aress of the Gascoyne.
I will not give a long dissertation on this
matter today. However, to get the record
straight I would like to repeat once again
that investigations were commenced in the
Gascoyne River as a result of an under-
taking given by the Brand Government.
That undertaking resulted in the first
money being spent on a pilot scheme which
it was hoped would be the forerunner of
a more grandiose scheme. It was the
Brand Government which committed itself
and future Governments to this work.

While I do not wish to enter into con-
troversy regarding which Government has
spent the most money, I want it to be
known that the Brand Government com-
menced the work and was the instigator of
the pilot scheme. That Government pre-
pared a submission to the Federal Gov-
ernment in the first place. I understand
that as a dam was not feasible, the Public
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Works Department recommended the
scheme that was finally accepted by the
Federal Government.

I wish to refer to another happening
in the saga of the Gascoyne River, and
this concerns the announcement made by
the Federal Government. Firstly, I refer
back to page 480 of Hansard of 1974.
When speaking in the Address-in-Reply
debate on the 13th August, 1974, I said—

This is the seventh year I have been
in this House asking for assistance to
be granted to stabilise the water supply
of those people residing in the irri-
gated aregs surrounding the Gascoyne
River, but to date there does not
appear to be any assistance forth-
coming—with one exception, which
was on the occasion of the opening of
the Federal Parliament prior to the
election on the 18th May. In her
speech, Her Majesty the Queen men-
tioned that provision was to he made
for the allocation of money to he
spent on the irrigated areas of the
Gascoyne district and the conserva-
tion of water from the Gascoyne River.

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: Nobody denies
that.

The Hon. G. W, BERRY: That is cor-
rect; I am not asking anyone to deny that.
I am merely pointing out that, as is
recorded in another part in Hansard, an
announcement was also made after a
meeting of Cabinet in Carnarvon.

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: It was made in
the Federal Parliament.

The Hon. G. W. BERRY: When the Hon.
J. T. Tonkin made the announcement he
had just rteceived word from Canberra
that the Queen in Her Speech, either by
coincidence or by design, was able to
inform the people that provision was being
made for the allocation of $6 million
for the stheme that had been recom-
mended by the Brand Governmenté. Fol-
lowing the passage I have just read out,
thpd Hon. R. Thompson interjected and
said—

You will be the first member on the

Government side who will praise the
Federal Government.

In reply to that, I said—
I am not pralsing it. We have not

received the money yet. I will praise
it when the money is received.

I had little to say during 1975, hecause I
was waiting patiently for the money to
come through. I think I was very, very
patient.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: So were the
people of Carnarven in the 1960s.

The Hon. G. W. BERRY: Mr Dellar
should be quiet for & moment. I also asked
a question in this House on Wednesday,
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the 3rd September, 1975 which appears on
page 2457. The question and answer read
as follows—

The Hon. G. W. BERRY, to the
Honorary Minister representing the
Minister for Water Supplies:
What is the present position of
the Commonwealth Government
in regard to the funding of the
Gascoyne Irrigation Groundwater
Scheme?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF replied:
Contrary to early expressed inten-
tions, the Prime Minister has
informed the Premier by letter
dated 15th August, 1975, that the
Commonwealth Government will
not be providing funds in the
1975/76 budget for the Gascoyne
Irrigation Groundwater Scheme.

In retrospect only a day or two ago the
Hon. Ron Leeson mentioned a similar
matter in regard to the people of Kal-
goorlie and the assistance that was
promised to the goldmining industry. I
think this is a sort of parallel because
the answer is that no provision has been
made. I hope that before my time finishes
in this House we will see this scheme
completed. So much for the Gascoyne
groundwater scheme,

One other matter which does not con-
cern my province very much but does con-
cern me is the matter of R-rated films
being shown at drive-in theatres. I
remember that when the then Chief Sec-
retary, the Hon. Claude Stubbs, was intro-
ducing a Bill regarding R-rated films it
was mentioned that R-rated films would
not be shown at drive-ins and would be
shown only at city theatres. It was said
that drive-ins would be reserved for the
family to enjoy. We have come a long
way since then because I think that at
almost every drive-in there would be an
R-rated film of some description.

As a matter of interest, on page 33 of
the Daily News of Wednesday, the Tth
April, there is an article with the heading,
“Red faces when the movie turns blue".
The Daily News is a very authoritative
newspaper which is quoted quite extens-
ively in this House. I am not interested at
all in the article but I am interested in
that it savs—

Brittany unionists threaten to boy-
cott all Paris-made films until “The
Warmth of Julie” is withdrawn.

We will not be lucky enough to see that
film, I suppose. The article continues—

Mr Korber said: “In my opinion this
film is not pornographic. It does not
show as much as ‘Emmanuelle’ (the
most successful French soft porn pro-
ducticn so far).
The Hon. R. T. Leeson: What is soft
porn?
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The Hon. G. W. BERRY: That is some-
thing which Is not quite as blue as blue; a
lighter shade of blue.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Is this a
hangover from Carnarvon’s dirty water?

The Hon. G. W. BERRY: The flim
“Emmanuelle” has been at drive-in
theatres, which might have been bad
enough. I have not seen it. Other mem-
bers might have seen it and can probably
tell me whether it suited their tastes, But
I understand that even worse films are
being shown at drive-ins. The Chief Sec-
retary has informed me that he has no
power to do anything. I think it is about
time he did have the power to do some-
thing about the matier. If we are beholden
to the Commonwealth in matters of this
nature, I suggest it is about time we
looked after our own affairs.

The Hon. B. Thompson: You want to
look at the distributors. They are the ones
who make or stop these things.

The Hon. G. W. BERRY: I agree with
the honourable member, He said in his
speech that all the distributors wanted to
do was to get these R-rated films shown.
It is a sorry day that we ever gave them
the right to show such films.

The Hon, R, Thompson: Of course you
were one of the people who supported the
motion picture industry.

The Hon. G. W. BERRY: With bad
grace,

The Hon. R. Thompson: You supported
these people fully.

The Hon. G. W. BERRY: I supported
the motion picture industry in its ficht
against daylight saving, but I do not
remember that I supported R-certificate
films. If I had done, it would have been
with bhad grace.

The Hon, R. Thompson: I drew atten-
tion to aill the R-rated films which were
shown at drive-in theatres on that occa-
sion.

The Hon, G. W. BERRY: We did not
have them at drive-ins then. That was
something that was to come in later.

The Hon, R. Thompson: I drew the
matter to the attention of the House. Do
not be stupid.

The Hon. G. W. BERRY: If everyone
has finished I will get on with my speech.
I should like to mention some matters
that are taking place in the Lower
North Province with the development at
Agnew of nickel sulphide deposits, which
are on a reduced scale but are at least
going ahead, and also with the prospect
of an open-cut uranium mine being
developed at Yeelirrie which we hope will
get under way now, This is an area which
was opened up by the advent of the
Poseidon mine and the open-cut mine at
South Windarra where they also produce
nickel. The point I wish to make is that
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this will mean there will be quite an infilux
©f people into these areas. There is
already quite a substantial population in
‘the town of Laverton. I make a plea to
the Government to endeavour to upgrade
the communications services which con-
Sist at present of a land line which comes
from Kalgoorlie, serves Leonora and goes
on to Laverton. It is time to look at the
upgrading of that service through either a
microwave system or a co-axial cahle which
will allow television to be utilised through-
out those areas. I think it is time we got
busy now to get these facilities established
instead of waiting until such time as the
people are there and have them get upset
because they cannot get the same facilities
as are being offered in the metropolitan
area.

I think it would be & good time now to
start.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Not much
hope with this Government.

‘The Hon. G. W. BERRY: As with
Agnew and Yeelirrie one would hope that
in the future Mt. Keith will go ahead. I
hope very much that the Government will
make a protest to the authorities con-
cerned to start making these facilities
aveilable.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: They will
make plenty of promises.

The Hon. G. W. BERRY: Another
matter which concerns the area is the
diesel fuel tax which shires have to pay
on trucks engaged on road construction.
On Wednesday, the 7th April, T asked a
question of the WMinister for Fuel and
Energy through the Minister for Educa-
tion. The question and answer are as
follows—

The Hon. G. W. BERRY, {o the Min-
ister for Education representing the
Minister for Fuel and Energy:
Further to my question 6 on
Thursday, the lst April, 1976—
(a) have any representations ever
been made to the Common-
wealth for Fuel Tax exemb-
tion to be given to registered
trucks when engaged solely on
roadmaking; and
(b) if not, would the Govern-
ment consider making such
representation?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:

(a) No. Registered trucks en-
gaged on road making them-
selves use existing roads and
therefore it is considered
that they should be liable for
fuel tax. The Department of
customs and Excise will not
exempt  registered  trucks
used solely on road making
if they are used for trans-
porting goods over existing
roads. The fuel tax paid by
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the Main Roads Department
is currently only about
$30 000, which is less than 4
per cent of their annual fuel
bill.

(h) In view of the above the
Government does not con-
sider that representations to
the Commonwealth for
exemption are warranted.

I think this is a matter that could be given
some consideration by the Commonwealth.
It affects not only the shires in the area
which I represent but also every shire in
the Commonwealth. Shires are hard-up
enough as it is and I think this concession
could be given to them when they are using
vehicles solely for road construction.

It has been stated in a letter to me from
the Shire of Sandstone that it costs that
shire $2 000 in fuel tax every year. If we
take together all the other shires in the
area that would make a considerable
amount of money. While the Main Roads
Department might need to spend approxi-
mately $30 000, a lot of their work is done
by contractors as the department itself
does not engage mahy trucks in this sort
of operation. I make a plea to the Gav-
ernment to make representations to the
Commenwealth for some alleviation of
this tax.

This problem has been a hardy annual,
and the representation has been going on
for yvears. No-one seems to be able o get
anywhere and I do not know the cause of
the tronble. I have written to the Hon.
J. W. Howard, M.HR., the Minister for
Business and Consumer Affairs and no
doubt I will receive a stereotyped answer
saying it is not possible. I am sure
there must be some effort by this Govern-
ment, in conjunction with other State
Governments, to have the fuel tax wiped
out.

While listening to the speakers on the
amendment to the Address-in-Reply y2s-
teréay I found it passing strange that while
I was present I did not hear one word
from the membets who represent the
Lower North Province and the South-
East Province.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: I ref-r you to
page 2859 of Hansard for 1975.

The Hon. G. W. BERRY: In view of
those remarks I take it that the honour-
able member supporis the abolition of this
House, and that he also supports the move
for less representation.

The Hon. S. J. Deliar: If you read the
repart you will see what I said.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Was the hon-
ourable member not in the House on that
occasion either?

The Hon. G. W, BERRY: I am nat often
out of the Chamber. As is the case with
other members, I have to leave occasion-
ally.
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I am conscious of the fact that Mr Dellar
and I represent a very large area. I believe
it is 450 000 square miles or thereabout.

The Hon, S, J. Dellar: I would like to
discuss that point with you later because
I believe the area is 327000 square tniles.

The Hon, R. Thompson: I gave the
correct figure in square kilometres last
night.

The Hon. G. W. BERRY: I understand
that the word “kilometres” should be pro-
nounced differently. It was the subject of
some discussipn between Mr Whitlam and
Mr Cameron last year. To return to the
subject: We do have a very large area to
represent and there are not many people
in it. The Hon. Grace Vaughan calculated
that we would have to visit four people
each day for 250 days and that would be
a mammoth task, In faet, it would be
impossible in my electorate because it
extends to the South Australian border
and takes in the trans.-line,

I think the people in my electorate need
to be well represented and I am proud to
be able {0 represent them. There are
many other matters which I could speak
to but it is not my intention to weary the
House at this time.

The Hon. R, Thompson: Before you re-
sume your seat, which is the best “R” film
you have seen?

The Hon. G. W, BERRY: As a matter of
fact, I have not as yet seen an “R” film
at all. T would be interested to know
which “R" films Mr Thompson has seen,
and I would pass judgment on his views.
With those remarks I support the motion.

THE HON, D, W. COOLEY (North-East
Metropolitan) [3.04 p.m.]1: Before speak-
ing to the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply, I would take this oppor-
tunity te sincerely congratulate, in his
absence, our new leader in this Chamber,
the Hon. Des Dans, on his elevation to that
pesition. I hope his appointment is short
lived, as I am sure it will be, and that
next year he will be occupying the seat
which Mr McNeill now occuples.

The Hon. N. McNeill: Most unlikely.
The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: Highly possible.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I would also
take this opportunity to commend Mr Ron
Thompson, our former leader, for his dedi-
cation to the task of leading us, and on his
leadership qualities. He was an inspiration
to me in this House, when I was a new
member, and if T have made any contri-
bution to the debates which have taken
place that contribution has bheen as a
result of his leadership. I thank him very
much indeed.

I think Mr Ron Thompson is to be com-
mended for the reason for his resignation.
He stepped down to enable a new leader to
be groomed in anticipation that we will be
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in Government next year. Our leader will
now be well equipped for the position of
leading this House,

Despite the policy of our party in respect
of the appointment of Governors in this
State, I take this opportunity to congratu-
Iate our new Governor (Sir Wallace Kyle),
and express my pleasure at his appoint-
ment. While it is necessary to appoint
Governors in Western Australia, it is well
in keeping with the policy of our party to
appoint peaple who are Western Australian
born, and who are distinguished citizens of
our State, and who have excelled them-
selves in a particular field both here and
overseas. I think his is a very fitting
appointment.

As a result of my association with him
in the brief time he has been here I have
come to the conclusion he will be a most
popular Governor. What I will say during
the rest of my speech will not be disres-
pectful to him or to any Governor. I had
a personal relationship with the past two
Governors, and on many occasions I pro-
moted good relationships between them and
the organisations I represent. I refer to
Sir Charles Gairdner and Sir Douglas
Kendrew.

However, 1 feel I must comment on
the garden party held on the 4th De-
cember last at QGovernment House to
welcome our new Covernor. The purpose
of the party was to give the people
of Western Australia an opportunity to
meet the Governor. That being the pur-
pose of the exercise, I must say it failed
miserably. That type of function suits
only the people who are social climbers,
or those who want to take an afterncon
off so that they can say to their friends
that they have attended the garden party.

In answer to a duestion I asked, it was
stated that the Governor, and lLady Kyle,
met between 800 and 1000 people. They
must have been very fleeting meetings be-
cause I do not think the Governor and
Lady Kyle were present for very long. The
garden party started at about 3.30 p.m.
and to the hest of my knowledge it con-
cluded about 5.00 p.m, I am sure nobody
enjoved themselves. It was an extremely
hot day, and conditions were worse than
they are in this Chamber today.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: TUnfortunately,
no-one has control over weather condi-
tions.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: It would be
better if some other means were used to
enable the people to meet the Governor.

The Hon. N. McNeill: You will recognise
that the Governor has been meeting people
constantly since that time.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: The people
attending the party reminded me of sheep
standing under trees out of the heat—and
I do not mean to be at all facetious. I
journeyed to the country not long after
the garden party and I saw some sheep
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in a paddock on a hot day. Quite honestly,
those sheep reminded me of the garden
party. Nobody enjoys drinking hot tea
and eating stale sandwiches on a hot day.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Did you go to
this party?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Yes I did.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: That might he
biting the hand that fed you. Usually you
do not criticise your host. Someone spoke
of chivalry last night, but is it not un-
chi\f)alrous to bite the hand that feeds
you?

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: Mr Tozer did that
the other night.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I have a
great deal of respect for the Governors
of Western Australia, both past and pre-
sent, and I will continue to have that re-
spect while we have a Governor. I am
not seeking to reflect on them. There were
11 police officers standing at the gates;
would not these officers have been better
employed trying to solve crimes? Also, I
believe the Air Force personnel would have
been better employed doing the work for
which they were engaged, rather than
playing lilting tunes all afternoon to a
large number of social climbers.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: That is a band's
job, to play lilting tunes.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Certainly the
Governor of the day should meet the
pecple. Perhaps Mr Lewis would care to
Iisten for a while.

The Hon. A. A, Lewis: I thought bands
were paid to play music.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: If the hon-
ourable member would listen for a while,
he would be able to interject intelligently.

The PRESIDENT: I ask the honourable
member to address the Chair.

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: I am ftrying
to address the Chair, Mr President, but
there are tfoo many interjections.

The PRESIDENT: Do not worry about
the inferjections.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Many oppor-
t.utnietiies exist for the Governor of our
State—

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: This sounds like
a lilting tune!

The Hon. D, W. COOLEY: —to meet the
people. On Saturday mornings the Gov-
ernor could visit the shopping centres, and
also perhaps on Thursdays, when the
housewives do thelr shopping. I am sure
this man who is our present Governor
would enjoy 1t if he were given free
rein {¢ go out and meet the real people
of our State.

The Hon. N. Mc¢Neill: He is doing a tre-
mendous job at this very thing.
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The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: He should
not be meeting just 4 402 selected people
who go to Government House to have a
cup of tea.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: After the
way your Government stirred up feelings
about Governors, we need an army of
security men.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: That is not
true—surely not yet in Western Australia
anyway.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: Look how
the people got riled up about Sir John
Kerr.

The Hon. D. W. COQOLEY: Surely it
would be part of the job—

The Hon. G. ¢, MacKinnon: You would
make security essential for every Governor
in the nation.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Look, Mr
MacKinnon, as a young man—

The Hon. G. C, MacKinnon; It is dis-
graceful, the programme you have indulged
in.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I ask the
Minister to listen to me. I was a swamper
on a brewery truck in the late 1930s.
When I was making city deliveries, hardly
a day went by that I did not see Sir
James Mitchell walking along St. George's
Tetrace.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: That was
before you people started your vicious
campaign against Governors.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: We used
horse drawn lorries in those days—

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Sensible
people in the Labor Party in those days.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: The Gov-
ernor would talk to the drivers of the
lorries, admire the horses, and converse
with people walking by. He was a very dis-
tinguished Premier of this State, and al-
though I do not know the name of the
party to which he belonged—the name
changed so often—I know It was a conser-
vative party. He did his job well, and he
was quite often seen in the streets of Perth.
What a wonderful opportunity this would
be for our Governor to meet a large num-
ber of people. He could walk down the Hay
Street mall, attend sporting funections, and
many other places where he would meet
the public.

I do not think it is necessary for a
Governcr in permanent residence to have
a garden party, such as the one held on
the 4th Decemher. Perhaps when we have
a fleeting visit from a member of the Royal
Family, it is a good idea to hold a garden
party so that people may meet such a
person. However, I do not think it is
necessary for a Governor who is in perm-
%Irlle:mt residence. I thought I should say

at.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: It would
have been hetter left unsaid.
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The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: The answer
I was given in reply to my question about
the garden party was that it cost $4 754.35,
and possibly this excluded wages paid to
the Air Force and the Police Force. Also,
we must have regard for the lost working
hours of the people who attended that
party. Surely many of them would have
been better employed in attending to the
people as Government members are always
saying they should.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Did you say that
about the people who struck and walked
up the Terrace about the fuel and energy
Bill? Would it not be better if they had
attended to their work?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: They had a
cause.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You are
getting childish.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: What about the
storemen and packers?

The Hon. D. W. CCOLEY: I would like
to refer now to another very distinguished
Western Australian—

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: That is why
760 kales of wool are on the wharf at the
present time.

¢ The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Disgrace-
ul!

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: —who today
has celebrated his 43rd anniversary in the
Parliament, and I refer to our leader (Mr
John Tonkin). I have had an association
with Mr Tonkin for a long period of time,
as I did with his predecessor (Mr Wise),
I had also a very amicable relationship
with a former Premier (Sir David Brand).
These Premiers were respected by all sec-
tions of the community. Mr Tonkin has
the same sense of purpose and dedication
a5 did those Premiers before him. His
main attribute is that he is a man of the
people. He mixed with the people, and
he appreciated his role of looking after
the wants and needs of the underprivileged.
He never forgot his origin, and he appre-
ciated always the fact that the Australian
Labor Party was born from the trade union
movement to give effect to its objectives
and aspirations. He never wavered from
this course. I take this opportunity to
thank him for his leadership and te wish
him well in the future months he spends
in this Parliament, as well as many years
of good health in g long and happy retire-
ment. I am cerfain the members of Par-
liarnent will recognise his worth in some
appropriate way.

It is not my custom to search through
Hansard in order to be critical about things
people have said in this House, except to
refer to some matters that are topical at
this particular time. In regard to two
speeches made recently in this House, 1
would like to make some brief comment.

[COUNCIL}

In his contribution, Mr Withers sup-
ported the proposition that people in his
province who were in receipt of district
allowances should be exempt from tax-
ation in regard to those earnings, I
support his proposition, but I wish he had
some thought for the needs of these people
when a Eill before this Parliament last
vear took away from the people conceined
the right to have the district allowance
included in their weekly workers’ compen-
sation payments.

I was surprised to hear Mr Tozer talk
about musical chairs in this Chamber, be-
cause I do not think Opposition members
changed seats until the recent leadership
alteration, Mr Tozer spoke of the evils
in the industrial relations in the Pilbara,
and mostly he directed his comments
against the policies of the trade union
movement and the trade unions in that
arez. He spoke about the great industrial
upheaval which is bedevilling in particular
the Newman area. I would like to have
had another day to research {he matter,
as I would have heen able to supply him
with some figures, because he did not draw
any comparison between Newman and
Hamersley Iron Pty. Ltd. I do not know
whether Mr Tozer is aware of this, but
Hamersley Iron Pty, Ltd. has establigshed
a very good agreement with the unions,
called, of all things, the IRA agreement—
the Industrial Relations Agreement.

The Hon. A, A, Lewis: I thought we
were going to have bombs.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: No hombs.
Meetings are held every month, without
fail. The company makes provision for
representatives of all facets of the work
force to meet and to discuss the problems
confronting the unions at that particular
time.

If Mr Tozer makes a coinparison be-
tween the number of woirking days lost
through strikes at the two companies, he
will find that the record at Hamersley
Iron iz very much betier than it is at
Newman, for the simple resson that the
labpur force at Hamersley has reached
understanding ang agreement with the
management. To the hest of my know-
ledge, Newman refuses to enter into such
an agreement with the workforce.

The Hon. J. C. Tozer: Would the per-
formance over the last few weeks reflect
your claim?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I do not
know; I am talking about the overall
situation.

The Hon. J. C. Toazer: Would the 1964
situation reflect this?

The Hon., D, W, COOLEY: The agree-
ment was not reached until 1975, Hamers-
ley Iron has realised that by regular and
meaningful consultations with unions it
is possible to avoid industrial disputes,
and it is a pity Mr Tozer's Government
does not follow the same practice.



[Thursday, 8 April, 19781

I have attended several discussions
between the officlals of Hamersley Iron
and representatives of the work force; the
agreement gives people the right to sit
around a table on s common footing, and
discuss their problems. This is the basis
of industrial peace. It has been achieved
without the Arbitration Court, or inter-
f:lasrence from the Government or anyone
else,

We would find that the time lost through
strikes and other industrial problems would
be constderably reduced if members oppo-
site used their influence to encourage olher
companies operating in the area to enter
into similar agreements. I do hot say the
system is perfect, but certainly it is better
than that operating elsewhere. As I indl-
cated earlier, had I been able to speak on
Tuesday I would have had the figures
available.

The Hon, J. C. Tozer: I could have pro-
vided the figures,

The Hon. D, W. COOLEY: But Mr Tozer
did not.

The Hon. J. €, Tozer: The companies
asked me not to.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Mr Tozer
spoke about union officials being out of
touch with workers in the iron ore industry
in the north-west because they were
situated in Perth, and the scene of action
was in the north-west. In every walk of
life, it is not always possible for people
to be fully acquainted with all aspects of
their particular fields of endeavour. One
has only to consider the Ministers on the
other side of the Chamber, For instance,
I would not like Mr Baxter to start per-
forming an operation or some complicated
medical practice on me; but he is the
Minister for Health. It is not quite fair
to say that union officials resident in
Perth should not have the membership of
that union in the north-west.

Such a statement is equally unfair when
one realises how many of these companies
are controlled by multi-nationals, thous-
ands of miles from the shores of Australia.
Many other examples ean be brought to
licht, West Australian Newspapers, of all
people, recently appointed the Commis-
sioner for Taxation as its general man-
ager. In my experience with the Swan
Brewery, I know that at one time it ap-
pointed some person from a lingerie de-
partment t0 be in charge of its fleet of
vehicles,

On the Federal scene, we find that a
millionaire squatter is purporting to look
after the intferests of the working people
of this country when he has no apprecia-
tion at all of their needs and requirements.
Tt dozs not necessarily follow that because
4 union official is not resident in the
north-west, he cannot do his job properly.

The Hon. J. C. Tozer: But you would
accept it would help?
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The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I appreciate
it was the 1st April when Mr Tozer made
his speech. Perhaps he was trying to
perpetrate a joke on this Chamber, How-
ever, he is not fooling anybody on this
side; the purpose of his argument was to
fragment unions into smaller units. Mr
Tozer believes that Hamersley Iron should
have its own separate union, as should
Newman, BHP and the Swan Brewery,
thus weakening and tearing apart the
entire structure of the union movement.
I think this is becoming the policy of ail
conservative politicians and people; they
wish to tear down the frade union move-
ment,

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: What is your
alternative to the word ‘"“conservative”
which you use all the time?

The Hon. D, W, COOLEY: A conser-
vative politician is a politiclan who does
not agree with change.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: But what is
your alternative to that word?

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: Progressive.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon:
“socialist”?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: We are
sacialists, of course; nobody denies that.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The word
is not “progressive” but ‘regressive”.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Some of the
socialist countries are better of than we
are, at present.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: I do not know
whether you are a socialist, a communist,
a progressive or what.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: T take excep-
tion to Mr Gayfer suggesting I may be a
communist.

The Hon, H. W. Gayfer: I did not say
you were a communist; I said I didn't
know what you were.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I thoughi
all communists were socialists. They call
themselves socialists.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Will the hon-
ourable member please address the Chair
and avoid responding to these interjee-
tions. He will makes more progress with
his speech if he does so.

The Hon, D. W, COOLEY: When read-
ing the eight pages of the Governor's
Soeech and the gne page of proposed leg-
islation—it does not look as though we are
going to have a very busy session—T looked
in vain for any reference to some form
of eclectoral reform and industrial legis-
lation reform. I did not really exvect to
find it there, but I thought perhaps a
miracle may have occurred.

The Government of this State and
people everywhere place a great deal of
emphasis on the necessity for good indus-
trial relations; they talk about what
unicns are deing to the country, and all

Not
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the rest of it. However, when a conser-
vative Government produces a policy in
support of its forthcoming programme, no
mention is made of industrial legislative
reform. This is the third Governor's
Speech we have heard since this Govern-
ment has been in office, and three times
this important passage has been missing,.
However, throughout its existence, this
Government has had a tendency to sneak
in, in some form or ancther, anti-union
legislation,

The Hon, H. W. Gayfer: Are you refer-
ring to the present Government?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Yes, not once
has it indicated that it would give effect
to a better system of industrial relations.
If the honourable memher cared to ex-
amine the record of the Tonkin Labor
Government he would find that its policy
speeches contained a great deal with res-
spect to industrial reform,

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: I remember
the great reforms introduced by the Brand
Government in 1964. The Industrial Ar-
bitration Act was a magnificent reform.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I have said
it before and I will say it again: Not
once during its 12 years of Government did
the Liberal-Country Party coalition intro-
duce legislation to provide benefits to the
working people of Western Australia.
Despite the escalating costs and the boom
period through which the Brand Govern-
ment passed, not once did that Govern-
ment go before the Arbitration Court and
advocate an increase in the base wage or
in any other wage,

Their colleagues in the Federal field
went for 23 years without taking such
action; its performance was the same as
that of this State Government. I do not
like to repeat myself, but when Mr Gayfer
makes suggestions of that nature, they
cannot go unchallenged,

The Hon. I. G. Pratt: In times of
financial difficulty, has your parfy ever
supported a decrease in wages?

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: Let Mr Pratt
tell me when his Government has ever
done the things 1 said it has not, and I
will never again raise this matter.

The Hon. I. G. Pratt: I repeat: Have
you ever sought a decrease in wages dur-
ing times of financial difficulty?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Was not Mr
Pratt around during the 1960s and the
19705? Western Australia experienced
its greatest boom during that time.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: And the
greatest reform of the 1960s with the in-
troduction of the Industrial Arbitration
Act in 1964 by the Brand Government-—
a Bill which members opposite supported.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The wages
in this State went from being the lowest
to the highest in Australia.

[COUNCIL]

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Some people
talk about what happened in 1964, The
fact is that complaints have heen made
about the situation.

The Hon. H. W, Gayfer: It went through,
and you did not alter it when you were
in Government.

The Hon. I. G. Pratt: Have you ever
asked for a reduction in wages, because
of the financial difficulties confronting the
country?

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: I cannot re-
call in my time any reduction in wages
or prices in this country, except on the
accasion when the basic wage was reduced
by 4s., and that was some time in the
1950s. That happened because the prices
went down.

The Hon. I. G, Pratt: Did the unions
ask for that?

The Hon, D. W, COOLEY: Of course,
they asked for that.

The Hon. I. G. Pratt: They asked that
the wages be reduced?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: The unions
have a long-standing policy over many
yvears that guarterly adjustments should
be applied to wages. That applied right
through the 1950s to the 1970s. Of course,
when prices fell they were advocating it.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Has Mr Pratt
refused a wage increase as a teacher or
as a politician?

The Hon. I. G. Pratt: It is typical of
the honourable member that when he can-
not answer a question he tries to sidestep.

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar; He does not have
to answer you when you are sitting down.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Do I have
to answer the interjections, Mr President?

The PRESIDENT: I would point out to
the honourable member that he is creating
substantial provocation for interjections
to be made.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: You, Mr
President, always seem to say that.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I say it when
I regard it as heing true.

The Hon, D. W, COOLEY: I do not
want to disagree with you in this respect.
In many cases I am provoked.

The PRESIDENT: It does not take very
much to provoke the honourable member.

The Hon. D. W. COCLEY: I refer to the
Court Government style of industrial rela-
tions, but T do not blame the Premier per-
sonally for everything that has happened.

The Hon. W. R, Withers: You recognise
he does have style!

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: We have
an instance where the Trades and Labor
Council made an application to the Indus-
trial Commission to increase the minimum
wage by 20 per cent. I hope members
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are aware of the level of the minimum
wage, because it is far removed from any-
thing they are receiving.

In the Daily News of the 12th March
appeared & report under the heading of
“Court’'s double attack on TLC”. The
report states—

The Premier, Sir Charles Court,
today attacked the TLC over its call
for a new minimum wage and its
opposition to migrants for difficult
work areas.

He branded the TLC’s decision to
seek a 20 per cent rise in the $83 mini-
mum wage for workers under State
awards as an attempt to break down
wage indexation.

The Premier said it was only a few
days ago that the Trades and Lahor
Council was “accusing other people
of trying to destroy indexation.”

He said Australia was going through
a difficult period as a result of the
three years of Whitlam rule, and
would not get out of this situation if
it had to face proposals such as those
of the TLC.

He said of the call by TLC secre-
tary, Mr Peter Cook, for a new mini-~
mum wage:

“If he wants to create further
unemployment he is going the right
way about it.”

What the TLC was seeking was a 20 per
cent rise in the minimum wage of $83
per week. The amount was $16 or $17.

The minimum wage is based on the need
to enable a man, his wife, and two child-
ren to live in reasonable comfort in ac-
cordance with modern standards. The ap-
plication by the TLC sought to increase
the minimum wage from $83 to $100 per
week. Can anyone imagine a man, his
wife, and two children living in comfort
cn 3100 a week?

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: What percent-
age of the work force has to do that?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: About 0.2
per cent.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I was point-
ing out the type of industrial relations in
which the Court Government engaged.
That was its reaction to an application to
increase the minimum wage hy 20 per
cent, or $17 a week.

The Hon. G. C. MacKimmon: If you do
not know that what you are talking about
is utter rubbish then you ought to read a
couple of elementary books.

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: Why?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The ques-
tion put to you by Mr Gayfer is pertin-
ent. Of the total work force only 0.2
per cent were on the minimum wage. That
question was answered in this House by me
18 years ago.
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The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Why was it
necessary for the Premier to make those
remarks reported in the Press, if nobody
would benefit from an increase in the
minimum wage?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: It is based
on calculation, and you know it.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: It was a
case of workers on low incomes making an
application for an increase in the mini-
mum wage. Several weeks ago a local
brewery made an announcement that it
would retrench 350 of its employees. The
Government did not offer one word of
comment on those sackings. All those
people are now in permanent employment.
That is the type of industrial relations in
which the Court Government believes,

Another type of industrial relation in
which the Government believes is import-
ing workers into this State to work under
substandard conditions. What wage will
be paid to the unfortunate people who will
be brought up to the Carnarvon area?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: What do
you mean by substandard wage?

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: The Govern-
ment wants to bring a captive work force
into the State, and pay them $83 per week
in wages.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: They can-
not be paid less than what has been laid
down by the Industrial Commission: so,
they cannot be paid substandard rates.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: What{ do you
mean by a eaptive work force?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: We can all
recall the situation at Port Hedland when
8 dredge was brought in by the Brand
Government to carry out some work, and
a number of Japanese workers were
employed on it. That was a captive work
force.

The Hon. H. W, Gayfer: They were not
in irons and chains.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Virtually
that. The Japanese workmen lived on the
barge; they were not allowed to come
ashore; they were sent back to Japan
when they became sick; and no provision
was made for medical treatment here.
Those people took away work from our
people.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: You say that is
being virtually in chains!

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: Virtually in
chains. Then the authorities sent scabs
up to Port Hedland to break up the strike.

Several members interjected.

The Hon. D. W. COQLEY: I am not in-
volved in thase interjections.

The PRESIDENT: I would ask the
honourable member to address the Chair,
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The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: In The West
Australion of the 12th March appeared
a report under the heading “Court defends
migrant plan”. I quote from that report—

The Government has asked the
Federal Government to relax immigra-
tion rules to allow southern European
farmers in the Carnarvon area 1o
bring out relatives and {riends to
relieve the labour shortage on the
plantations,

That takes us back to the days of the deep
south in the United States of America.
At that time the civil war was going on.
To continue with the report—

The Premier said yvesterday that the
migration idea was sound.

“These people make a hasic contri-
bution, They produce the fruit and
vegetables we need for our very exist-
ence,” he said,

However, one possible supporter of Mr
Gayfer's political party did not have a
similar reaction, because the report
states—

However, the secretary of the Car-
narvon Fruit and Vegetable Growers'
Association, Mr G. Van Der Plaats,
said that imported workers at Car-
narvon in the past had been treated
as indentured lahour.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: Did he use the
term “captive labour”?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: He mentioned
indentured labour. To continue—

“They were paid extremely low
wages by the big plantation owners
and meny of them never learnt to
speak English,” he said.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: The big
plantation owners referred to were people
like the late Mr Harry Strickland, who
was & member of this House. That state-
ment is rubbish.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: What are you
quoting?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: From The
West Ausiralian of the 12th March. I am
quoting the words, not of a union secre-
tary or anyone assoclated with a union,
but the Secretary of the Carnarvon ¥Fruit
and Vegetahle Growers' Association—a Mr
Van Der Plaats.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: It is The
West Ausiralian’s report of what he sald.

The Hon. $. J. Dellar: You mean it
might not be factual?

b The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: It might not
e,

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: He said—
. . . that his association did not op-
pose market gardening families in
Carnarvon bringing their relatives to
Australia to work in the industry.
But it opposed the importation of
total strangers who would find it diffi-
cult to enter into the established
community.

(COUNCIL]

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: It is terrible to
think we were importing women and chil-
dren to work as captive labour on a large
plantation. That is terrible.

The Hon. 1. G. Pratt: Is this not what
Mr Grassby wanted?

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: I thought
it was his idea to bring in relatives and
friends.

The Hon. I. G. Pratt: From the Philip-
pines, was it not?

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Another as-
pect of industrial relations in this State
which is crying out for some attention is
section 132 of the Industrial Arbi{ration
Act. It should be repealed as it is out-
dated and should not apply in a western
country.

It is a section under which people are
mandatorily fined for pgoing on strike.
There is no argument about it. If a person
goes on strike, he is flned. If he cannot
pay the fine and he has no goods and
chatfels of the same value which can be
seized, he goes to gaol.

Last year in this Chamber I said I would
write to the Prime Minister of Australia,
who was then the Honocurable Gough
Whitlam, requesting him to ask an ILO
committee of freedom of association to
investigate the position here, along with
a number of other pernicious provisions
of the Act and some other pieces of legis-
lation this Government has introduced
sinee it has been in office.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon: If you stick
to your principles you must also agree
with leckouts, Is that right?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: They are also
forbidden under the Act. I am trying to
make a point without any interjections.
Section 132 is contrary to the principles
laid down in the ILO convention which
has been ratified by Australia and has the
approval of the Western Australian Gov-
ernment.

Unfortunately Mr Whitlam was out of
office by the time the letter could be given
attention so I drew it to Mr Fraser’s
attention in late January and asked him
to communicate with the ILO to request it
to send the committee here. I received a
brief acknowledgment of the letter and
was told it had been passed on to Mr
Street for attention, but I have heard
nothing more in connection with it.

I cannot understand why in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech no reference was made to
it because there was a big upheaval—

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: To your
letter to Mr Fraser?

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: You believe the
Governor should have mentioned that?
That is what you said.

The Hon. . W. COOLEY: I am sorry
about that. I meant to say that there
should have been some reference in the
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Speech to section 132 of the Industrial
Arbitration Act because certain undertak-
ings were given to both the trade union
movement—

The Hon, G. ¢, MacKinnon. Read sec-
tion 132 to refresh our memories.

The Hon. D. W. COQLEY: I wish I had
it, but I do not, so I cannot read it. How-
ever, I think the Minister knows its
general implication.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer:
general implication?

The Hon. D. W. COOCLEY: Is the hon-
ourable member not listening?

_The Hon. H. W, Gayfer:
listening very closely.

’I'hc.Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You are a
confusing speaker to follow.

The Hon, D. W. COOLEY: I will repeat
myself. Section 132 states that any person
or organisation which goes on strike is
subject to a fine.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Strike or
lockout. It is not just one. Both sides
are included.

The Hon. D, W, COQLEY:. There is no
way to escape it, If the offender cannot
pay the fine, a comparable amount by way
of goods and chattels is seized from the
appropriate union office or taken from
the worker's home,

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: Or from the
employer’s if it is a lockout,

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: If the worker
does not have goods to the appropriate
value and cannot pay the fine, he goes to
gacl, That is the long and short of it.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Like any-
one else who breaks the law.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: There is no
other country in the western wcrld which
subscribes fo this principle.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The em-
ployer would go to gaol if he could not
pay the fine, too.

The Hgn. D. W. COOLEY: The Minister
cen look after the employers; I will look
after the warkers,

Sitting suspended from 346 to 4.02 p.m.

The Hon, D, W. COOLEY: The Inter-
national Labour Organisation has estab-
lished a convention known as the Con-
vention concerning Freedom of Association
and Protection of the Right to Organise.
As I have said hefore, these conventions
are not made lightly or without due con-
sideration. They are given attention by a
committee for almost three weeks and are
then presented to the plenary session of the
ILO. If the deliberations of the committee
are adopted by the plenary session, they
are sent out to every member country dur-
ing the succeeding year to obtain the
opinions of those member countries as to

What is its

Yes, I am
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whether the committee's report should be-
come a recommendation or a convention.
In the succeeding year, or perhaps two
vears later, the committee meets again.
The same procedures are adopted and the
plenary session, having regard to the res-
ponse it has received from the member
countries, decides whether the report will
become a convention or a recommendation
or whether it should not go forward at all
to the member countries.

The Convention concerning Freedom of
Association and Protection of the Right
to Organise was adopted as a convention
and came into force in Australia on the
28th February, 1974, after agreement to its
ratification had been obtained by the Aus-
tralian Government from each State
Government. The convention could not he
ratified unless every State Government
agreed to it

Section 132 of the Industrial Arbitration
Act prohibits the right to strike and con-
fers upcn workers or organisations, if
thev take part in this activity, certain
penalties. A number cof recommendations
in respect of the right to strike, which
the committee has examined, are con-
tnined in the digest of decisions of the
Freedom of Association Committee of the
Governing Body of the TLO. The one which
I think is most significant, and which was
adnpted by the Governing Body of the
ILO, is—

The right to strike is one of the
essential means through which workers
and their organisations may promote
and defend their occupational interest.

The right to strike has virtually been re-
cognised by the ILO.

Article 3 of the convention gives work-
ers and emplovers the right to draw up
their constitution and rules, to elect their
representatives in full freedom, to organise
their administration and activities, and
formulate their programmes. It also states
that public authorities shall refrain from
any interference which would restrict
these rights or impede the lawful exercise
thereof. When the State Government
gave approval for the ratiflcation of this
conventicn it must have been aware of
that condition.

On Tuesday of this week I asked the
Minister representing the Minister for
T_iabour and Industry the following qu<s-
tion—

Is it the Government's intention to
repeal Section 132 of the Western
Australian Industrial Arbitration Act
in order to dispel any doubts that this
section is in breach of I.L.O. Conven-
tion No. 87 or 98?

1 must say the Minister’s reply is rather

confusing, to say the least. MHis reply
reads in part—

Section 132 of the Industrial Ar-

bitration Act is a law which makes

it an offence to take part in a strike
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or lock-out, for that is a logical corol-

lary to the fixation of industrial con-

ditions by Arbitration Tribunals, It

is not right to claim the right to

strike or lock-cut was exchanged for

the benefits of arbitration.
Yesterday I asked this further question
of the Minister—

(1) Is the Minister aware that Article
3 of the International Labour
Organisation Convention concerrn-
ing PFreedom of Association and
Protection of the Right to Organ-
ise (IL.O. Convention No. 8T
which came imto force for Aus-
tralia the 28th February, 1974,
provides that . . .

Workers and Employers’ QOrgan-
isations shall—

(b) elect their representatives
in full freedom;

The Minister replied—
(1) Yes.

(2) Yes, The transfer of control of
a union election to the Chief Elec-
toral Officer alone is consistent
with the protection of community
interests particularly as large
numbers of persons, as members
of unions, are affected and will
ensure that they can exercise a
vote democratically and in fuller
freedom.

It must be remembered that the
principle purpose of registration
83 a union under the Industrial
Arbitration Act, whereby laws
have to be conformed to in order
to obtain registration, is to gain
the bhenefits of the arbitration
system.

Article 8 of Convention No. 87
specifically states “In exercising
the righis provided for in this
Convention workers and employ-
ers and their respective organisa-
tions, like other persons or or-
ganised collectivities, shall respect
the law of the land.”

The Minister quoted only part of Article
8 of Convention 87. The article goes on
to say—

The law of the land shall not be
such as to impair nor shall it be so
implied as to impair the guarantees
provided for in this Convention.

The convention lays it down that the
union or organisation shall select its own
representatives. The point I am making
is it is high time there was an investi-
gation in this Sfate by the ILO Committee
on the Freedom of Association of the leg-
islation which existed before the Court
Government came {o office and legislation
which has been introduced since the Court
Government came to office.

I now turn to another aspeet of indus-
trial relations in this State; that is, wage
indexation. I was under the impression
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that wage indexation was reluctantly in-
troduced into this State by the Court Gov-
ernment, but when the Covernment
realised that the Consumer Price Index
was not moving as fast as was anticipated,
the Government ultimately agreed to wage
indexation.

In March, 1975, the Consumer Price
Index moved by 3.5 per cent, and so did
wages. There were no objections to it.
In the June quarter of 1975 the Consumer
Price Index rose by 3.4 per cent, and no
objection was rajsed. Very little objection
has been raised and nothing has been
said about wage indexation in the Septem-
ber quarter of 1975 hecause the Consumer
Price Index rose by only .8 per cent, and
that denied the unions the opportunity to
make any application to compensate their
members for that movement. 1In the
December quarter of 1975 the Consumer
Price Index rose by 5.6 per cent and the
Industrial Commission had to give con-
sideration to a movement{ in wages of 6.4
per cent,

Prior to that the Western Australian
Industrial Commission had granted to the
work force automatic quarterly adjust-
ments to their wages based on the Con-
sumer Price Index, and this applied up to
February, 1976.

I believe in going before the Australian
Conciliation and Arbitration Commission
in the recent national hearing the Court
Government not only betrayed the workers
of the State by asking for an increase of
less than 6.4 per cent, but it also betrayed
its own Industrial Commission which had
made these increases asutomatic. By its
betrayal the Government was creating a
situation whereby some sections of the
work force—those working under State
awards—would have received an increase
of 6.4 per cent, while those covered by
Federal awards would receive something
less. But happily the Australian Concilia-
tion and Arbifration Commission rejected
the submission and granted the 6.4 per
cent,

For the life of me, I cannot understand
why the Court Government took fthat
action after the State Industrial Commis-
sion had granted the 64 per cent, I can
understand Mr Fraser, after coming into
power, suggesting that the Australian Con-
ciliation and Arbitration Commission
should grant a rise amounting to only half
of the rise in the Consumer Price Index,
That can be understood because Mr Fraser
is a treacherous person. He made promises
to the Australian people, one of which was
that the wage indexation system would be
retained. But he went before the Australian
Conciliation and Arbitration Commission
and advocated something else, We cannot
expect anything better from him; he has
no conscienhce gbout what he does, He des-
troyed Gorton and Snedden, and, with the
Governor General, he destroyed the Aus-
tralian workers’ Government which was
elected in 1974.
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The Hon. G. E. Masters: Whitlam did

that,
The Hon. J. Heitman: They ruined the
country.

The Hon. D, W, COOLEY: It was only a
miner matter for Mr Fraser to revoke
wage indexation,

The Hon. J. Heitman: He had to take
over a Government which was $4 500
miflfon in debt,

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: That does
not take away his infamy in conspiring to
get rid of a properly elected Goverriment
in this country.

The Hon. J., Heitman: Thank God he
did.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: That will
never be erased from hijs infamous record.
I cannot understand how fair-minded
people like Mr Heitman can support such
a proposition.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: The public made
the decision,

The Hon. D, W, COQLEY: The public
did not.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: The people
answered on the 13th December,

The Hon. 8. J. Dellar: What was the
percentage of votes for your party?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: It was only
a minor matter for him to deny to the
poor suckers who voted for him—the litile
people—the tax investment allowance he
said he would give to them, but did not.
It was only after some pressure that he
brought it down to $500, He did not sug-
gest $500 before he went to the pecple of
this country, The people who voted for
him can only be described as poor suckers
wiho have been betrayed.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Do you mean
that all the people who voted for Praser
were suckers?

The Hon D, W. COOLEY: I did not
say that; I said that the poor suckers
who put trust in him have heen betrayed
by him, and there are many of those
people in this country. He delayed the
increased payment to the poor pensioners
of this country by one month. What a
noble act! He did that for the purpose
of financing a superphosphate bounty
from which he himself receives substan-
tial benefit.

The Hon. J. Heitman: He doesn’t get
the benefit; the manufacturers get it.

The Hen. G. C. MacKinnon: It is about
time you woke up.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Fancy saying
all the unionists who voted for the Liberals
were suckers.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: That is cor-
rect; they voted for him, and they are
beginning to realise now that they were
suckers. They were under the impres-
sion the Liberal Government would raise

115}
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no aobjection to the 6.4 per cent wage in-
crease, For the first time in the history
of Australia a conservative Government
was going to appear before the Industrial
Commission and advocate increases in
wages based cn the Consumer Price In-
dex—at least that is what the people be-
lieved. Were they not suckers? They
voted for him, and he tried to have the
increase reduced to 3.2 per cent.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: They vofed for
responsibility.

The Hon, 8. J. Dellar: Then why doesn't
Fraser show some responsibility?

The Hon., D, W. COOLEY: Yet Fraser
went before the commission—as would the
Liberals in this State—to destroy indexa-
tion.

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: OQOrder!
far too many interjections,

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: How did
wages affect the Consumer Price Index
to the December quarter? Bear in mind
that the adjustment in the December
quarter was for six months and not for
three months. Gaod Lord! When one has
regard for the way wages increased in
1974, the total increase under wage index-
ation was something like 13.3 per cent; yet
before indexation I think it was around
26 or 27 per cent and pecople were scream-
ing their heads off about it. Then the
Whitlam Government introduced a sys-
tem to regulate wages in some way, and
after a great deal of persuasion, managed
to get the trade union movement to accept
wage indexation. As & result of the Fraser
Government’s hetrayal of the wark force
the unions are now turning away from
wage indexation. I do not know what
members opposite want if they do not want
wage indexation; it is a reasonable thing
and in my opinion it could be improved
upon considerably,

The Hon. I. G. Pratt: What did you
think of Hawke's view on television the
ather night?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I feel a great
improvement could be made in wage in-
dexation. We could apply a ceiling. For
example, if wages are ihcreased in accord-
ance with the Consumer Price Index a
ceiling could be placed on, say, the average
weekly earnings—although I am not sug-
gesting that—so that people on high in-
comes would not make a profit out of in-
dexation.

The Hon. R. Thompson: On politicians’
salaries.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: My word!
Members opposite did not advocate a 4
per cent increase before the tribunal in
this State. The Court Government did
not go before the tribunal and say, “For
the purpose of determining our wages you
should deduct from the Consumer Price
Index the increases imposed in the last
Federal Budget.”

There are
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The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: We didn't go
for holiday pay, either,

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: If members
opposite had been sincere they would have
gone before the iribunal and advocated
that; but they did not. They apply @
standard for one type of person and a
different standard for another type of
person,

The point 1 submit is this: Did wage
increases in this country force up the
December Consumer Price Index figure?
That could not be the case, because there
were no wage increases in the December
quarter of last year. Yet prices still
increased even though wages were frozen
frem June to December.

I think we should be looking at other
means of confronting the problem which
faces us. Wage indexation is an excellent
idea if it can be given a fair go and if
properly applied, and if it can be improved
it would be so much the better. However,
no-one who supports the conservative
policies wants to give it a go.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: That isn't
50.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: It is so.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: How do you
know that?

The Hon. D. W. COCLEY: Because
statements have been made to that effect.
I think I am correct in saying that the
Western Australian Government instructed
its advocate in the national wage hearing
to apply for an increase which was less
than 6.4 per cent.

The Hon. R. Thompson: It was 4.3 per
cent.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Yes, they
deducted the Budget charges.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: There is a
difference hetween a Government and a
member of Parliament. You are a mem-
ber of Parliament too.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: It is not
wages that are forcing up the price of
goods and services; certainly wages are not
forcing up the price of land, We should
look around and see what is causing infla-
tion. It is caused by millionaires wanting
to sell properties and make millions within
two or three years, just as we saw the
other day in the case of Action Waste Dis-
posals, the proprietor of which has
boasted outright that he made $1 million
within a short period.

Perhaps we should look at the 276 per
cent increase in profit made by Jennings.
How did that come about? Would not
that affect the price of goods and services,
and especially housing materials? Let us
consider BHP.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: How did that
affect the percentage?
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The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I do not care
about that. Now that Mr Lewis has
returned to the Chamber, I ask him why
a major steelmaker in this country is
allol:recl to make a profit of $2 million a
week,

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Why does a major
steelmaker in Australia lose money at the
moment? You don’t know the facts.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY; It is the same
old story; if they can see some advantage
accruing to the workers they want to
change the rules in the middle of the game.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: What per-
centage do you expect to receive on the
money you invest?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I have no
money invested.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: You would want
10 per cent at least.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I would like
to conclude hy saying that industrial
rglations in this State are in very had
shape.

The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon: That is as
wrong as everything else you have said.
Industrial relations in this State are not
bad. You do your colleagues a gross
injustice.

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: I said they
are in very bad shape, and they are not
helped at all by the so-called responsible
people who support the conservative policy.
The very first words spoken in this Cham-
ber in this session by way of interjection
came from Mr Wordsworth when he
attacked the trade union movement in this
State., Mr Masters, by insidious questions,
is on his old tack of union bashing again.
These are the conservatives in this Cham-
ber.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Mr Masters
is too kind 8 man to do a thing like that.

The Hon, D, W. COOLEY: He is the
member who, in 1974, said that in smash-
ing unions we will protect the public. That
is to be found on page 16388 of the 1974
Hansard.

The Hen. G. E, Masters: Would you like
to read the next page?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Mr Tozer in
his speech in this debate advocated the
fragmentation of unions by splitting their
meimbership into industry or company
unions.

The Hon. G. E, Masters: Would you like
to quote the next page of my speech?
You are taking it out of context.

The Hon. D. W, COOLEY: I repeat: Mr
Tozer’s speech advocated the fragmenta-
tion of unions by splitting up their mem-
bers into industries or company unions—
not country unions, but company unions.
That would suit him right down to the
ground,
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The PRESIDENT: Order! Would the
honourable member please address the
Chair. He is not addressing the Chair,
but every member of the Chamber other
than the President. I have asked him at
least six times during the course of his
speech to do this.

The Hon, D. W, COOLEY: I am sorry,
Sir, if T have shown any discourtesy to
you; I can assure you that was not in-
tended,

The PRESIDENT: It appeared to me
that way,

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Perhaps I
can repeat in silence that Mr Tozer's
speech advocated the fragmentation of
unions by splitting their members into
industry or company unions. He wants
unions all over the country! Having regard
for the nature of his politics, I think he
would prefer that. The Premier is con-
tinually on the attack against unions. He
continually criticises their efforts to obtain
better wages for low paid workers. He
says all the ills in this State are caused
by unions trying to get a better deal for
workers. The aquestion I would like
answered is this: Is this the new policy
of the Liberal Party now that it controls
Canberra? I am preity certain jt is. I
believe the Liberal Party is now substitut-
ing a continual attack upon unions for the
previous continual criticism of the Whitlam
Government, The reason for this is that
it is to satisfy their affluent masters and to
make their dominance complete.

The Hon, G. E, Masters: Are you lalking
about me again?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: They would
do that by devious means.

I would say to the unions of this State:
Stand firm and fight for the rights of every
member, and resist with all the strength
at your disposal the political forces in this
country which see good in profit and evil
in social welfare. Let members opposite
deny that if they can., They see evil be-
cause people are getting a fair go under
social welfare; they do not like this, nor
do the people who support them.

The united efforts of the unions will
bring about social and economic reform
in this conntrv,

I support the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the
Hon. D. J. Wordsworth.

QUESTIONS (13): ON NOTICE
1 ABORIGINES
David Ross: I'mprisonment
The Hon, R. Thompson for the Hon.
LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Minister for
Justice:
Further to my question on the 1st
April, 1976, concerning an Aborig-
inal prisoner—
{1) Will the Minister explain how
he and the deputy super-
intendent of Fremantle

(&)

(3)

1)

(&)

6

(YD)

(8)
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Prison, Mr Shea, can both say
David Ross did not attempt
sulcide in the prison when Mr
Shea has also been reported as
saylng “He cut himself, He
had a knife”,

W1l the Minister confirm that
a prison doctor spoke to Ross
on or about the 22nd March
and tried to calm him after
Ross had cut his (Ross') neck
with a knife?

In view of his reference to
hospital treatment for Ress,
will the Minister advise which
hospital, how often and which
treatment?

Can the Minister explain the
legal absurdity of his state-
ment that a magistrate had
not dismissed the charge of
causing unlawful grlevous
bodily harm against Willlam
Wilson; that Wilson had been
discharged from custody after
the magistrate had found
that the charge had not been
proved during committal pro-
ceedlngs at Halls Creek on
the 17th March?

Is it correct that a committal
proceeding 1s solely for a
magistrate to decide if there
is a prine facie case, and
that it would be quite im-
praper for a magistirate to
consider if a charge is proven
or not?

In view of the Minister's
claim that Ross was not called
because the Evidence Act
offers protection to people
facing criminal charges by
allowing them to decline to
glve evidence which may be
incriminating, will he con-
firm that Ross was never
asked 1f he wished to glve
evidence and that the decision
that he should nat glve evi-
dence was made by the Halls
Creek police who prepared
the case for the prosecution
against Wilson, rather than
by Ross and his Counsel?

Will the Minister also con-
firm that 1t is most unusual
for a vietim not to be called
upon to glve evidence in such
a case?

Will the Minister acknow-
ledge that his statement that
an interpreter “appeared for
Ross in his commlttal” is in-
correct, and that the inter-
preter who was speclally flown
ur for Ross to give evidence
egalnst Willlam Wlison did
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not in fact appear because
Ross was never called to glve
that evidence?

Wil the Minister acknow-
ledge that his statement that
two of the seven Aborigines
other than Ross involved In
the Billiluna shooting incid-
ent on the 6th January used
an interpreter who had ser-
ved nine years at Papunya
Native Mission in the Nor-
thern Territory is Incorrect
because in fact this inter-
preter was used by two
Aborigines involved In a quite
separate incident{ when they
appeared in Halls Creek court
on the 17th March, and that
one of the boys involved In
the Biililuna incident acted
as spokesman for the others
because of their language In-
adequacy?

Wil the Minister advise what
action 1s being taken to re-
view the court eases involving
Willlam Wilson and Lesley
Verdon?

Has David Ross been removed
from Fremantle Gaol yet in
view of the Minister's state-
ment last week that the De-
partment of Correcifons was
investigating the possibility of
Ross beilng transferred to
Wyndham?

‘Will the Minister advise what

accommodation his Gavern-
ment has avallable for Ross If
he were to be released from
prison?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

(1)

(2}

(&3]

I can offer no explanation re-
garding the newspaper report
attributed to Mr Shea. I can,
however, again state that Mr
Ross has not cut himself with
a knife while an inmate of
Fremantle Prison. I am
further advised that Mr Ross
frequently has possession of a
table knife when eating his
meals,

A doctor was in the ward on
that date and spoke to Ross.
The balance of the statement
is Incorrect.

Since his admission to Fre-
mantte Prison and under the
care of Prison Medical Officer,
Dr A. Tregonning and prison
nursing staff, he was referred
to Fremantle Hospital Physlo-
therapy Diepartment on 28th
March, and has attended for
treatment 2nd, 5th and Tth
April.

(4) and (5) With respect to the

committal proceedings on &
charge of causing grievous
bodily harm laid against
William Wilson, there is no
legal absurdity in the fact
that Wilson was discharged as
to the complalnt then under
{nquiry rather than that the
complaint was  dismissed.
When a dismissal of a com-
plaini ocecurs, it has certain
well defined legal consequ-
ences, among which 1is the
consequence that a plea would
be available to the accused
person to bar any further
proceedings.

Such a result cannot under
the terms of the Justices Act
be arrived at committal pro-
ceedings which are simply
adminisirative proceedings by
a magistrate who hears the
prosecutor’s evidence and any
further evidence which may
be put before him for the pur-
pose of arriving at a decision
as to whether or not a prima
facie case has been estah-
lished. The phraseology used
in the Justices Act requires the
magistrate to determine
whether or not “the evidence
is sufficient to put the defend-
ant upon his trial for an in-
dictable offence”. If so, he is
committed for trial. If not,
under the Justices Act he is
“to be discharged as to the
complaint then under
inquiry”. That leaves it open
to the Crown or the prosecutor
to re-open the case for
example if further evidence
should become available or,
if there is a disagreement with
the view that there was no
prima facie case, the matter
may be opened by the filing
of an ex officio indictment.

The previous answer made it
clear that {hese were com-
mittal proceedings and that
it was not a trial. Therefore,
when it was sald thai the
charge was found by the
magistrate not to have been
proved, the meaning con-
veyed was that the magistrate
found that the praof of the
charge offered by the prosecu-
tion of evidence on its behalf
was not sufficlent to make out
a prima facie case. It would,
of course, be absurd to suggest
that any question of the case
heing proved beyond reason-
able doubt as In a normal trial
was heing embarked upon by
the magistrate.
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(6) The decision was made by
the police prosecutor from
Perth who prosecuted, and
not by the Hall's Creek police,
as the preosecutor believed
that Ross could have Inerim-
inated himself in giving evi-
dence. His Counsel, Mr
Twemlow, was present at the
hearing.

(7) It is naturally the usual pro-
cedure for the alleged victim
of a crime to be called to give
evidence at committal pro-
ceedings against the alleged
offender, but special circum-
stances can arise in which,
for a variety of reasons, that
course is not followed.

(8) The Interpreter was present
but was not required as Ross
was not called to glve evi-
dence, although he did appear
as interpreter in the commit-
tal proceedings against Ross
later in the same Court. Ross
was represented by  his
Counsel, Mr Twemlow. The
interpreter was supplled hy
Ross's defence, the Aboriginal
Legal Service.

(9) There were several court
hearings, both in Police and
Children's Courts. Could the
hon. member advise the date
of the actual hearing, and in
which Court, in order that the
information sought could be
obtained?

{10) As to the charge against
Willlam Wilson, a request has
been received from the Police
Department for the Attorney-
General {0 consider the
presentation of an exr officio
indictment. The case is there-
fore under consideration. As
to Verdon, the position 1is
slightly different as the
charges against him were de-
termined summarily, How-
ever, I am awalting a report
from the Crown Law Depart-
ment.

(11) No. Mr Ross §s on remand and
is subject of current court
proceedings. He will, in fact,
be appearing in Broome Court
tomorrow, Friday, 9th April.
He is further required to at-
tend committal proceedings in
Perth at a date to be fixed.
When these proceedings are
finalised the Department of
Corrections will continue its
endeavours to have Mr Ross
returned to his own area.

(12} David Ross is believed to be
over 18 years of age, and he is
not s ward of the Department.
His management and care is

2.
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not the responsibility of the
Community Welfare Depart-
ment unless he were to seek
consideration as a disadvant-
aged person under the Com-
munity Welfare Act, That
possibility will be explored by
an officer of that Department.

BUSH FIRES BOARD
Costs and Personnel

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer for the Hon.

T. O. PERRY, to the Minister for

Health representing the Minister for

Lands:

(1) What is the total number of stafi
employved by the Bush Fires Board
of Western Australia?

(2) What Is the cost of operating the
Bush Fitres Board?

The Hon. N. McNeill, for the Hon.
N. E, BAXTER, replied:

(1) At 31/3/76 there were 31 staff em-
ployed by the Bush Fires Board
w;hiﬁch has an establishment of 34
staff.

2)—

Actual Estimate Actunl
Expeaditure 1075/76 Expenditure
1974/75 1/7/15 to

31/3/78
324 100

346 122 400 700

Assistance to Local

Total Expenditure

3.

Authority

26 952
3383 074

252 210
8718 000

ag 768
$412 860

JETTY
Bugselton: Retention

The Hon, 8. J. Dellar for the Hon.
R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the Minister
for Justice representing the Minister
for Warks:

Will the Minister advise what

action, if any, the Government

will take to assist the town of

Busselton to retain its jetty?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

Since 1973 the Government has
been paying the Shire of Busselton
$4 000 annually towards the cost
of maintaining the Busselion
Jetty.

No assistance beyond the cash
grant 1s contemplated at this stage.

ABORIGINES
Special Works Projects
The Hon. J. C. TOZER, to the Min-
ister for Community Welfare:
In North Province, what Aborig-
inal special works projects have
been adversely affected by a re-
duction of funds becoming avail-
able from the Commonwealth
Department of Aboriginal Affairs
sources in—

{a) the current financlal year;
and
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(b} the planning for the 1976-
1977 financial year?
The Hon. N. McNeill, for the Hon.
N. E. BAXTER, replied:

The administration of Special
Works Projects is a matter for
the Commonwealth Government
and any relevant inquiries shouid
be directed to that quarter,

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS
Employees in North-west
The Hon, S. J. DELLAR, to the Min-

jster for Justice representing the
Minister for the North-West:

Further to the reply to my ques-
tion on the 6th April, 1976, re-
lating to employment opportun-
ities, will the Minister Investigate
reports that—

(a) during 1975 the Public
Works Department flew ap-
proximately 20 unskilled
workers to EKununurra when
locgl labour was available;
an

(b) the Main Roads Department
appointed a telex operater
from Perth when seven local
girls applied for the position
at Kununurra?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

{a) According to records avail-
able within the Public Works
Department, no unskilled
workers were flown to Kunun-
urra in 1975 following recruit-
ment in Perth or elsewhere.
Some unskilled workers were
returned to Kununurra fol-
lowing annual leave entitle-
ment.

(b) There were four local appll-
cants for the position of telex
operator, Kununurra, none of
whom had any experience on
telex machines. One was al-
ready employed by another
Government Department, one
was not Interested in telex
work and the standard of
typing of the other two was
not at an acceptable level in
regard to accuracy or speed.
The operator appointed from
Perth was fully trained with
twao years’ experience with the
PMG.

FREMANTLE HOQOSPITAL
Ertensions
The Hon. D. K, DANS, to the Minister
for Health:
Would the Minister detail the
stages reached for proposed ex-
tensicns to the Fremantle hos-
pital—
(a) have tenders been called for
any ground works, etc.;

(b) 1f so, when were they called,
and when will they close;

(¢) what is the programming
and in what order will
tenders be called for the
varlous stages of construe-
tion?

The Hon. N. McNeill, for the Hon.
N. E. BAXTER, replied:

(a) Yes,

(b) Called 7th February, 1976, and
closed 24th February, 1996.

(¢) Piling contract scheduled to
be advertised 3rd July, 1976
followed by structure and
management contract on 18th
Septemaber, 1976, with com-
pletion early 1980,

TECHNICAL COLLEGE

James Street: Transier of Departments

The Hon, LYLA ELLIOTT, to the
Minister for Education:

(1) Wil the Minister advise which
depariments at Perth Technical
College will he moved from James
Street to St, George’s Terrace to
allow the demolition of the for-
mer?

(2) How many studenis will be in-
volved?

(3) Will the Minister give an under-
taking that no courses will he cut
or students dropped as a result of
such move?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:
{1) and (2) Since it is unlikely that
students will be transferred prior
to the bheginning of the 1978
academic year, the precise Inform-
ation which has been requested
cannot be provided at thils stage.

(3) The possibllity of taking such
action has not been contemplated.

ORD IRRIGATION SCHEME
Sugar Produclion

The Hon. S. J. Dellar for the Hon.
R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the Minister
for Justice representing the Minister
for Agriculture:
As the Australlan Minister for
Primary Industry, Mr Sinclair, is
reporied to have said in a speech
to the Annual Conference of Aus-
tralian Sugar Producers’ Assocla-
tion on the 22nd March, 1976,
that "Should a commerclal sugar
industry be established on the
Ord, 1 can foresee many admin-
{stration problems that will have
to be solved”™—

(a) deoes the Minister agree with
this view; and
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{b) If so, what Is the nature of
these problems?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

(a) and (b) Mr Sinclair’'s remarks
probably relate to the admin-
istrative problems associated
with the participation of a
new sugar producing area in
an existing marketing ar-
rangement for an industry
which has provision for con-
trolling production. The prob-
lems are not considered to be
insoluble,

The quote from Mr Sinclair’s

address continues:—
“But I am quite sure that
the present industry's
ability to organise itself
and exerclise self discipline
will rub off on its Western
counterpart, resulting in an
Australian sugar industry
which 1Is as resillent as
the one we have at present.”

This question was postponed.

HOUSING
Manjimup

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer for the Hon.
T. O. PERRY, to the Minister for
Education representing the Minister
for Housing: .

What Is the State Houslng Com-

misslon’s programme at Man-

jimup for—

(a) new construction;

{h) upgrading; and

(¢} maintenance of butldings?

The Hon. G, C. MacKINNCN replied:
(a) Three (3) houses and four (4)
pensicner units have been
compieted, and contracts for
a further twenty-two (22)
units comprising:—
8 houses;
10 duplex units; and
4 pensioner unifs
will be negotlated during 1976.

(b) Ceontracts have hbeen signed
for upgrading eighteen (18)
houses and a further twenty
(20) houses are programmed
for upgrading towards the
end of 19786.

(¢} Tenders have closed for the
cyclical maintenance to
thirty-nine (39) houses.

This question was positponed.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Mt. Magnet

The Hon. 8. J. DELLAR, to the Min-
ister for Education representing the
Minister for Fuel and Energy:
With the discontinuance by Hill
50 of the supply of electricity to
the Mt. Magnet township, etc,
will the Minister advise as fol-
lows—

(a) who {s responsible for the
present supply of electricity
to the Mt, Magnet townshlp,
ete.;

(b} how many State Electricity
Commission employees are
stationed at Mt. Magnet and
what 15 their anticipated
perlod of employment at Mt.
Magnet;

(c) does Mti. Magnet now come
within the provisions of the
Country Towns Assistance
Scheme;

(d) has any loan been approved
for the purpose of asslsting
the electricity supply at Mt.
Magnet;

(e) if so, what was the amount,
and to whom was it granted;

(f) what was the domestic cost
per unit of electricity prior to
Hill 50 discontinulng supply;
and

(g} what Is the present cost per
unit to the domestic con-
sumer?

The Hon. G. C. MacEKINNON replied:

(a) The supply of electricity to
the township of Mount Mag-
net is the responsibility of
the State Energy Commisston
Country Undertakings Section,

(b)) There are two employees of

the Commission at present
stationed In Mount Magnet
being previously employed by
the Hill 50 Goldmine.
It 1s anticipated that these
employees will be employed af
Mount Magnet until comple-
tion of the new power station
in June 19768 at which time a
position for one employee will
be avallable at Mount Magnet,
and the other employee will
be offered a similar position
in another town.

(c) The Mount Magnet electricity
undertaking was transferred
to the Country Towns’ Assis-
tance Scheme on 25th Feb-
ruary, 1876.

(d) and (e) The Moun{ Maghet
Shire Council has received
approval and has raised a
loan of $40000 under the
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terms and conditions of the
Country Towns' Assistance
Scheme in order to finance
a new power stalion at
Mount Magnet,

(f) The previous price of elec-
tricity charged by the Council
was 8¢ per unit for domestie
lighting and power.

(g) The present cost of electricity
is the Commission’s standard
tariff for country towns which
for domestic customers 1s
3.83¢ per unit plus $5.00 per
quarter service charge.

13. HOUSING
Teachers: Rents
The Hon. S. J. Dellar for the Hon.
R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the Minister
for Justice representing the Treasurer:

Further to the reply to my ques-

tlon on the 7th April, 1976, re-

garding teacher houslng—

(a) does the reply to part (1)
Indicate the decision has been
made to amend the regulation
(5) referred to; and

(b) if so, when Is it expected the

amending regulation wiil he
tabled?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

The amendment was tabled on
6th April, 1976.

House adjourned af 4.42 pm.

egislative Asnsembly

Thursday, the 8th April, 1976

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Postponement

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson): In
order to avoid my having to take questions
on notice immediately after notices and
papers, and then having some of those
questions postponed, I propose to take
questions at the appropriate time follow-
ing the afternoon tea suspension.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SEVENTH DAY
Motion
Debate resumed, from the 7th April, on
the following motion by Mr Tubby—

That the following Address-in-Reply

to His Excellency's Speech be agreed
to—

May it please Your Excellency:

We, the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parllament

[ASSEMBLY]

assembled, heg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

ME McIVER (Avon) [2.18 pom.]: Onte
again the curtain has risen on an Address-
in-Reply debate, this time of the third
session of the Twenty-eighth Parliament.
However, before I commence discussing
items I wish to bring to the attention of
the House, I desire to join other members
in extending best wishes and congratula-
tions to the member for Greencugh who
has taken over from the former Premier
of Western Australia, a man who is re-
spected not only by members on both
sides of the Chamber, but also by everyone
else in Western Australia.

Mr Hartrey: Hear, hear!

Mr McIVER: Knowing the member for
Greenough personally, as I have done for
many years, I am sure he will make a
worth-while contribution to Parliament
and for the benefit of the people of
Greenough and of Western Australla in
general,

The Address-in-Reply allows a member
to roam far and wide over many subjects
and bring to the attention of Parliament
various issues concerning his constituency.
Because of the performance of the Gov-
ernment, it is not very difficult to find
a commencing point.

First of all T wish to draw to the atten-
tion of the Premier the concern of the
businessmen of Western Australia in re-
lation to the amendment to the pay-roll
tax legislation. Its effect is widespread in
the electorate of Avon which 1 have the
privilege to represent.

I wish to give the House an example
of its effect and in doing so will refer to
a3 particular company as company A. In
1975 that company had a pay-roll of $5 085
for one month, With the permissible de-
d=ction of $1 733 then applying the assess-
ahle amount was $3 352, Having regard to
the fact that the pay-roll tax was 5 per
cent, the amount payable by company A
for that month was $382.85.

Let us consider the situation of the same
company since the Government amended
the Act under the pretext that it will
assist many businesses.

8ir Charles Court: That's right.

Mr McIVER: Such a reason seems all
right when it is in a gift-wrapped parcel
in faney paper with all the trimmings
attached. However, once the parcel is un-
wrapped, and the contents revealed, the
situation is found to be not so resy as
was predicted.

The imposition of pay-roll tax has had
a very detrimental effect on businesses
throughout Western Australla. The present
Government always parades itself as a
lifesaver of private enterprise.



